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Introduction 


The first American institution for juve- 
nile delinquents was opened in New York City 
in 1825, It was under the control of a pri- 
yate society called the New York Association 
for the Prevention of Pauperism, but the state 
made annual grants for its maintenance, The 
first institution of this type under state 
control was started in Massachusetts in 1847, 
Even this institution received private funds, 
By 1850, seven institutions had been opened, 
thirty-two more by 1875, and sixty-six more 
by 1900. From the first,it was contended that 
these institutions were not penal institutions 
of prisons, but schools, The contention was 
supported by the courts, especially by a Su- 
preme Court decision regarding the institution 
in Philadelphia in 1828, 


It was approximately &4 years after the 
first institution for juvenile delinquents was 
established in New York that North Carolina 
created a similar institution, Stonewall Jack= 
son Manual Training and Industrial School for 
white boys at Concord, which opened in 1909, 
The State Home and Industrial School for white 
&irls at Samarcand Manor,Eagle Springs, opened 
in 1918:the Eastern Carolina industrial School 
for white boys opened in 1925: the Morrison 
Training School for Negro boys opened in 1925 
at Hoffman; and the State Training School for 
Negro girls opened as a state operated and 
supported institution on July 1, 1944, ‘the 
North Carolina Federation of Negro Womens Clabs 
had earlier established an institution for Ne- 
2F0 girls at Efland, but it was forced to close 
because of lack of funds and public support. 
It was not until 1943 that the General Assembly 


Tei ee a) E,H,, Principles ‘of Criminolo 
Soe York, 5, B, Lippincott Co., 1939, pp. H18- 
22, 


of North Carolina appropriated enough money to 
establish an institution for Negro girls and 
operate it under state supervision, 


The developments resulting in the estab-— 
lishment of Morrison Training School came slowly. 
In 1915 a small group of citizens in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, came together to start a "eave 
a boy" movement for the colnred juvenile delin- 
guents of that city, From this apparently 
insignificant beginning the campaign developed 
into a state-wide drive for a training school 
for Negro delinquents,and in 1923, eight years 
later, such a school was established by legis- 
lation, At first a tract of land was purchased 
in Charlotte through private donations and a 
small building was erected for training purposes, 
This ws not satisfactory, Because of the large 
number of boys needing institutional care, the 
interest in a training school for Negro boys 
became widespread throughout the state, Ale= 
though there were numerous individuals who 
contributed to its final success, two loyal 
supporters stand out, Judge Heriot Clarkson of 
Charlotte, who later became anassociate justice 
of the State Supreme Court, and Mr, Thaddeus Lb, 
Tate of the same city. Mr. Tate, a leader in 
the field of social welfare witha great hunani- 
tarian spirit, was a member of the Hoffman 
Board of Directors from its inception until the 
1943 General Assembly established a central uni- 
fied board of Correction and Training to direct 
the management of the existing institutions 
for juvenile delinquents, 


Although a bill establishing the school 
was passed by the General Assembly of 1921 and 
$21,000 was appropriated, the money was not 
properly ear-marked and was see for other 


North Carolina, ew ‘York, fhe ‘Osvorne eae ars 
ation, Tec 194 3, pp. 207» 505. 
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purposes, In 1923, the General Assembly appro-= 
priated $50,000 specifically fora "State Twin— 
ing School for Negro Delinquent Boys." The 
school, located in Richmond County near Hoffman, 
was officially opened January 5, 1925, with the 
arrival of the superintendent and his wife 
There were only two acres cleared and a single 
building, The legislation establishing the 
school was enacted during the incumbency of 
Governor Cameron Morrison, As a tribute to him 
i$ was located in the county of his birth and 
named for him, The first building was Varser 
Dormitory named in honor of Judge Varser, a 
lawyer, who made an outstanding contribution in 
assisting in the establishment of the school by 
clearing the title for the land.- 


Morrison Training School may now receive 
ali delinquent Negro boys under the age of 18 
from any juvenile, state, or other court having 
Jurisdiction over such boys, "where the public 
good would seem to be subserved thereby," In 
all cases of commitment the superintendent is 
to receive advance notice of commitments from 
the court, The law pertaining to admissions 
further provides tht commitments +o the school 
shall be for an indefinite period of time, the 
termination of which is to come within the bay's 
minority and is to be decided by the superin- 
tendent, Commitment to Morrison does not 
consti tute a | criminal record, 


The 1947 General Assembly enacted legis 
lation pertaining to many aspects of the 
institutions” of the State, The admittance to 
state training institutions for the juvenile 
defender is contingeit at all times upon the 
discretion of the State Board of Correction and 
Training and the superintendent of the insti- 
tusion, " 


| Sibia. , -pp. 507-509. 
"Chapter 226, Session Laws 1947. 


During the period ibraced by this study, 
July 1, 1940 = June 30, 1945, juvenile delin- 
quency was discussed at great length throughout 
the United States, As this was true of the 
country at large, so was it with North Carolina. 
Much attention was given to the correctional 
institutions of the state and their programs, 
Morrison came in for its shareaf conside mtion, 
It underwent important changes in its adminis- 
tration”. during this period, The most important 
was the resignationaf Rev. L. L, Boyd, superin- 
tendent, who had served the school from 1925 to 
194, Under his leadership, Morrison had grown 
from one building ‘® the present twenty Mildings. 
His contribution to the development od wholesome 
attitudes and good character,which he attempted 
+9 instillwthin allaof the boys committed here, 
had a far-reaching and worthwhile mfluence upon 
a large number, 


Mr, J. @, Anderson acted as superintendent 
from the date of Rev, Boyd's resignation until 
Mr, P.R, Brown, present superintendent, assumed 
the position as head of the institution on 
April 1,1944, Mr. Brown has continued to carry 
on the work of his predecessor, In many areas, 
he has been able to establish new services and 
to expandamd improve some of the existing ones, 


Background of the Study: Recently, there ms 
developed among the general public a desire to 


secure more factual information relative to the 
contribution of the training schools in the reha- 
bilitation of individuals, Although the purpose 
of the training schools has been essentially 
remedial and does not attack the basic causes 
of the problems of the children committed ‘ them, 
these institutions, because of their training 
and disciplinary programs, exert varying degrees 
of influence upon the beys and girls who have 
hed experience in them, It is hoped that the 
boys and girls will leave the training schools 
with a more constructive philosophy of life, 
socially accepted attitudes, anda desire to 


become worthwhile citizens, As a result of the 
public's general interest in training schools 
and the desire to secure factual and objective 
information on the boys discharged from Morrison 
Training Sechool,Dr, Ellen Winston. Commissioner 
North Carolina State Board of . Public Welfare, 
recommended that a study of Morrison Training 
School be made through the Unit of Work Among 
Negroes, This study represents the first attempt 
to secure objective, statistical data on the ad= 
Jjustment of boys discharged from this institutim, 


There is a steadily growing recognition @&f 
the importance of the prevention of juvenile 
delinquency, There is also an increasing aware- 
ness of the importance of the correctional 
institutions!’ role inthe treatment and renabili- 
tation of juvenile delinquents, The emphasis 
at these institutions is changing from that of 
custodial care to a serious consideration of the 
problems of the individual and the social, 
economic, mental, and physical factors which 
are contributory to the delinquent's problems, 
The institutions are realizing that they must 
gear their programs to meet the needs of thos 
who must be temporarily removed from society 
Mr, S, BE, Leonard, Commissioner, State Board 
of Correction and Training, has attempted to 
secure adequate facilities Hr allof the scivols 
undér the supervision of the Board, He has given 
untiringliy of his time and efforts in behalf of 
all of the training schools, including Morrima 
Training School. Various organizations have 
manifested an interest in -the institutioml 
programs of the state. The North Carolina Fed- 
eration of Negro Women's Clubs has supported 
both Morrison and the State Training School for 
Negro Girls since their establishment, Other 
interested citizens and organizations have zen- 
dered inestimable service in behalf of the 
institution, 


During the past decade, there has beena 
changing of attitudes in North Carolina toward 


the training and treatment of juvenile delin=- 

quents, The 1943 General Assembly created the 

Stete Board of Correction and Training to cen- 

trelize the administration of all institutions, 

The members of the individual boards of each 

inetitution were represented on the State Board, 

Prior to the creationof this Board, each school 
functioned under a seperate board without any 
central clearing office, The 1947 General 

Assembly enacted legislation providing for a 
Stste Board of Correction and Training of nine 

merbers with the Commissioner cf Public Welfare 

as an ex-officio member, this new Board replace 
ing the larger Board created in 1945, With the 
creationof a centralized boardof administratim, 
>» more effective, efficient, and comprehensive 
pregram is expected to be provided for those wo 
recuire institutional care, re-education, and 

adjustment, 


Along with the general changes of attitudes 
an¢. thinking in the state relative to the pre- 
ventive and treatment philosophy of delinquency, 
the General Assembly has responded to the re- 
quests of the Commissioner of Correction and 
Trpining and superintendents of the various 
institutions for increased appropriations. 
There has been a steady increase in financial 
support from legislature to legislature, 


The superintendents of the training schools 
have worked untiringly to gear their programs 
to meet the needs of those for whom instituiimal 
placement was found to be necessary, They hay e 
been assisted not only by the board members of 
the institutions, the State Board of Public 
Welfare,and the General Assemblies of the past 
several years,but also by county superintendmis 
of public welfare, juvenile court judges, and 
probation officers and their staffs, Miss Willie 
V. Small,Gase Worker,Morrison Training Sehoo 1, 
has made a valuable contribution through her un- 
tiring efforts to develop full records on the 
boys. 


Although North Carolina is moving forward 
in the development and expansion of facilities 
for the careof juvenile delinquents, there are 
many unmet needs in the program if the State is 
to measure upto the more progressiveand liberal 
states in this area, 


If this study of the adjustment of boys 
discharged from Morrison Training School pro- 
vides an impulse to further the efforts inthe 
study of causes and prevention of juvenile de- 
linquency and stimulates the introduction of 
improved programs of trainingat training schools 
and better supervision of boys on their return 
to the community, its main purpose will have 
been fulfilled, This study was not undertaken 
to provoke radical changes or reforms, but in 
the hope that it might bring about some improve- 
ments in the State's system for handling juve— 
nile offenders, The study is designed to pro-— 
ject in bold relief the adjustment of a group 
of boys who were exposed to training school ex- 
periences and then returned to society, It is 
believed that when the public is acquainted with 
the situation, it will act intelligently and 
constructively to improve it, 


Purpose: This study was undertaken to se- 
cure data on the adjustment of boys discharged 
from Morrison Training School from July 1,1940 
to June 30, 1945, What has happened to these 
boys has been a question frequently raised whim 
needs to be answered, How many boys returned 
to a life of crime and delinquency? What pro- 
portion of them are rehabilitated? In how many 
are attitudes and behavior directed in accepted 
channels after their return to the various com 
munities? Has the training school experience 
assisted them in later life? What permanent 
improvement in the behavior of the boys may be 
credited to the training school? This study 
attempts to answer many of these questions and 
to determine as accurately as possible the ad— 


jJustment of the boys after they have left the 
institution, : . 
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The effectiveness aid value of any cor- 
rectional institutionin working with individuals 
who have reflected behavior patterns which are 
not in harmony with those accepted by their com 
munities can only be measured or evaluated by 
the influence it has exerted upon those who have 
had experience at the institution, The suecess 
of Morrison Training School may be measured to 
sone degree by the adjustment of the boys and 
the extent tp which its program has been able’to 
direct their activitiesinto constructive chan- 
nelsas reflectedin their present dehavior, If 
2, Jarge numberof the boys have continued their 
dejinauent behavior,it will be safe to assume 
thet they havenot madea satisfactory adjustmny 
Hovever, the boys may be eonsidered as having 
mace @ satisfactory adjustment if they have re= 
turned to society and have not been involved in 
further delinauenciesor crimes and are employed 
in legitimate ,gainful pursuits,or have retumed 
to sehool to continue their dlucation, 


It is hoped that this study will assist 
treining schools, juvenile courts, departments 
of public welfare, and the general public to 
work more closely together for the improvement 
of pre- and post—-training programs to the end 
thet the adecuate adjustment of children with 
behavior problems may be facilitated, 


Scope: As pointed out earlier, Morrison 
Treining School is the state training and cor= 
rectional institution for Negro boys, lecated 
neer Hoffman, North Carolina, This institution 
has the responsibility of training and caring 
for all Negro boys under the age of eighteen 
committed by any juvenile, state, orother court 
having jurisdiction over such boys, Often boys 
are committed by Recorder's and Superior Courts 
because these courts have jurisdiction over a 
child 14 years of age charged witha felony for 
which the vunishment is confinement of more than 
ten years in the State Penitentiary, The juve- 
nile court has jurisdiction in cases of chile 
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under 14 years of age and between 14 and 16 when 
the punishment for the offense is not more than 
ten years of confinement in a State prison, The 

1947 General Assembly enacted legislation pro 
viding that the Governor of the State may by 

order transfer any person under the age of eigh- 
teen (18) years from any jail or prison in the 
state to one of the institutions, schools, or 
agencies of correction, 


Since its establishment in 1925, hundreds 
of boys have been committed, trained, released 
and discharged from Morrison Training School, 
Some of the boys have benefited from the training 
received while others have not, This is the 
first attempt to do a follow-up study on the pro- 
gress and adjustment made by the boys discharged 
from Morrison, 


This study is concerned with all boys who 
were discharged from Morrison over a five year 
period from July 1, 1940 to June 30, 1945, 
Records at Morrison. Training School, in the 
Division of Institutional and Protective Services 
of the State Board of Public Welfare, in local 
public welfare departments, and in at ae and 
domestic relations courts were read in order to 
secure the list of all boys discharged during 
this period, Although strenuous efforts were 
put forth to exhaust all sources for boys who 
would be eligible for the study, there isa 
possibility that some boys have been omitted 
because of the inadequacy of records and the 
lack of definite policies or procedures on re= 
leasing or discharging the boys from the school 
and providing for their supervision by welfare 
departments and juvenile courts, The follow-up 
or supervision after the boy was returned to his 
community was often discontimed and contact 
with the school, department of public welfare, 
and juvenile court ended abruptly, 


As a result of careful research, this study 
includes 272 boys who were found to have been 
discharged during the study period. 


10 


Method of Securing Datas The superintendent 
of public welfare is the chief probation officer 
in each county, In this situation usually there 
are close working relationships and cooperation 
in the work of the probation officers, superin- 
tendents of public welfare, and juvenile court 


judges, 5 


A copy of the schedule prepared for each 
boy in this study may be found in the Appendix 

of this report, A card file of the Division 

of Institutional and Protective Services on all 
of the inmates of the training institutions of 
the State was used to obtain the names of boys 
discharged from Morrison Training School during 
tLe study period, The card file also furnished 
information on the county from which the boy 
wes committed, the date of commitment, date of 
ecnditional release, and the date of discharge, 


Morrison Training School was visited to 
check records on each of these boys and to secure 
additional names or data if availeble, Insti- 
tutional records fora ten-year period were 
read (1935-1945) and the names of 75 boys wee 
acded as a result, 


Data for Section I of the schedule were 
secured from the records at Morrison Training 
School, juvenile and domestic relations courts 
and county departments of public welfare by the 
director of the study, the superintendent of 
public welfare, juvenile court staff,and others, 
The schedules were then mailed to the superin= 
tendents of public welfare in the counties to 
which the boys had been released or discharged 


2 Since January 1, 1946, county departments of 
public welfare report monthly to the State Board 
& Public Welfare on each case of juvenile delin-= 
euency which has had a hearing and on which a 
disposition has been made, Information is ob= 
tained on type of delinquency, race, sex, and 
age of child, and disposition of case, 
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so that Sections II and III could be completed, 
In a few counties the probation officers con= 
nected with the juvenile court completed Sections 
II and III. 


When it was found that very fewbdys in the 
study were committed from eastern North Carolina 
despite the fact that the bulk of the Negro 
population is located in this area, the Com 
missioner of Public Welfare wrote to each super 
intendent of public welfare- inthis area re- 
questing information on boys who possibly had 
been committed to the training school or had ji 
venile court histories of which the director of 
the study had not securedarecord, This resulted 
in the discovery of approximately 40 more boys, 


Every effort was made to obtain all infor 
mation requested on the schedules, although it 
was impossible to get complete information in 
every case, Much information was unobtainable 
because accurate records were not kept, Alarge 
number of boys had left the counties from which 
they were committed, Often the persons with 
whom the boys had lived-parents, relatives, and 
friends-were illiterate and handicapped phy si- 
cally or mentally which made their information 
vague, indefinite, and questionable, Whenever 
possible’, efforts were made to verify their state 
ments so as to insure as much accuracy as possible 
Almost all individuals contacted were very willing 
to cooperate in this study and to give as much 
information as they could, 


School, draft board, and court and prison 
records were searched to secure data on boys, 
Several visits were made to Morrison Training 
School to compare data received from counties 
with records there, The director of the study 
contacted individuals and agencies inanumber of 
states and cities outside of North Carolina to 
verify pertinent data relative to some of thes 
boys. Many of the counties were visited by the 
director of the study in an effort to obtain a& 
ditional data in order to complete the schedules, 
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Policies of School ii Regard to Discharging 


Boys: After a boy has been in the school for a 

period of time", consideration is given to his 
return to society, Tere is no "set" period of 
time, however, because a boy's readiness for re- 
lease is determined by the evident adjustment he 
hes made rather than by the length of time spent 
at the institution or by reaching a specific age. 
When it is discovered that boys havebeen enrolled 
who are mentally unable to profit by the training 
orogram, these boys are released as soon as the 
committing county is able to make arrangements 
to accept them, 


The boys are usually conditionally released 
or paroled to a county superintendent of public 
welfare for supervision, The superintendent of 
the county to which the boys are paroled is sup=- 
posed to make regular reports of the adjustment 
and activities of the boys to the Division of 
Institutional and Protective Services of the 
State Board of Public Welfare, Copies of these 
reports are later sent te the superintendent of 
the training school, Final discharge for the 
boys is based upon the recommendations in the 
reports of the superintendents of public welfare, 
Supervision is continued as long as it is felt 
necessary, It has been found that in many cases 
reports from the welfare pala ag i aeebal have not 
been made according to plan,° As a result, many 
of the boys have not been given final discharges 
by the institution until information has been re= 
ceived that they are in trouble, are serving 4 
road or prison term, are in the armed forces, 
have moved out of the State,or have reached the 
ege of twenty-one, 


The following procedure was developed in 

‘ handling cases of boys who had been conditionally 

released from the school but never formally dis= 

charged: If a boy over 16 years of age escaped 

CS 

Much better reporting is now-the rule than was. 
true of most of the study period, 


13 


and was not apprehended for a period of three 
years during which time he did not become in- 
volved in further delinauency,he was considered 
discharged, If the boy had reached the age of 
twenty-one, he was considered discharged, jb 
the boy over 16 who escaped did become involved 
in serious crime andwas sentenced to the jail, 
the county road,or the penitentiary,he was con 
sidered discharged on the day the sentence was 
imposed, If a boy was inducted into the armed 
forces,he was considered discharged, If a boy 
left the state with the intention of permanently 
making his home with yparents or relatives in 
another state,he was discharged after one year 
from the time he left the state, The boy remaired 
conditionally released until a final discharge 
was granted by one of themethods stated above, 
Whenever the boy was not under the official su- 
pervision of the welfare denartment, training 
school, juvenile and domestic relations court, 
or probation officer,or given a final discharge 
on the recommendation of the superintendent of 
public welfare for good behavior, he was con—- 
sidered discharged, : 
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Place From Which Boys Were Committed 
to Training School 


Although the majority of the Negroes in 
North Carolina are located in rural areas, the 
lergest number of boys committed to Morrison 
Training School, from July 1, 1940,to June 30, 
1645, was from urban ereas, Over one-half of 
the boys were from the counties which contained 
cities of 10,000 or more, Fifty-three per cent 
of the boys were from le counties, Counties 
from which the majority of the boys were commit— 
ted were located in the industrial area of the 
State, Thirty-five per cent of all boys came 
from 6 cities in the industrial section. These 
feta are revealing because the eastern section 
of the state where the bulk of the Negroes are 
living in small communities and engaged princi- 
pelly in agricultural pursuits did not contribute 
a proportionate number of boys in relation to 
the total Negro population of the state, 


Joseph S, Himes, Jr., in The Negro Delin- 
quent in Columbus, Ohio, £5935, “indicated that 
the social and delinquent characteristics of 
the delinquent population exhibit variations 
correlative with the social structure of the 
community. 


Charles S, Johnson in his stndv of The 
Negro in American Civilization assigned the 
causes for Negro juvenile delinquency to the 
following? low wages, which make it necessary 
for both parents to work away from home, leaving 
the children without prover supervision; brdcen 
homes: and lack of supervised recreation, 


THime s, Joseph S,, Jr.,the Negro Delinquent in 
Columbus, Ohio, 1935, Fh. Ph.D, Dissertation, Ohio 
State University, Columbus, 1938, p. e177. 


8Johnson, Charles S., The Negro in Ameri can 
Civilization, New York, Henry Holt and Co., 
1930, PP. 335-334. 
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Clifford R, Shaw, in Delinquency Areas, 
sought to show the relation between locale and 
cultural, economic end social Sonu tape associ- 
ated with juvenile delinquency, 


The high rate of delinauency in the counties 
where the large industrial cities are located 
reflects the general conditions of the Negro 
commnities which are characterized by deterio-= 
ration and social disorganization, These factors 
may be responsible for a high rate of delingvency 
and, consequently,in more commitments to train- 
ing institutions, 


Whether the number of Negro boys from rural 
areas included in this study was small because 
of the small amount of delinquency in these com- 
munities er because so few boys were arrested 
and orought before the court is hard to say. In 
some instances beys were not admitted to the 
training school because of the lack of available 
space, It may be that since life is not as com 
plex in these areas problems of delinaquen ev: 
when discovered, are more easily adjusted unof- 
ficially without juvenile court proceedings, 
There is no factual evidence to sustain either 
of these theories, It may be,as numerous social 
scientists have indicated, that the social vres- 
sures and folkways of rural life act as restraining 
influences and are helpful in inducing social 
conformity to an accepted pattern of behavior. 
However, regardless of the contributing factors, 
and other forces producing delinquent behavior 
in the Negro boys of North Carolina, the majority 
of them were committed to Morrison from urban 
areas, | 


9 Shaw, Clifford R,, Delinouency Areas, Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929, 
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Table 1, Place of Residence of Boys 
at Time of Commitment 


RE EOS SOE ET, ATR BARAT WRT NOE: INE TD 
Place of residence | Number | Per cent 
Oe mr Gatal en tii reres() (|. LOOLG mr 
In urban aréa,..... | Tes 
In rural area,..... | 22,4 
Far m O10 tore Oe) oo KX 
Non-farm...... XK 


The variation in residence of the boys com-= 
mitted to Morrison does not follow the pattern 
of the population, With the majority of the 
Negroes living in rural areas,only 22.4 per cen$% 
of the boys committed to Morrison were from these 
areas.“ The urban areas contributed 77.6 per 
cent of the total number of the boys discharged 
from Morrison during the five-year period, I¢ 
may be safe to assume that a large number of 
these boys had recently moved inte the urban 
areas from rural sections. In practically every 
city with a population of 10,000 or more, the 
boys were committed to Morrison from the areas 
of the city which had been distinguished by a 
high rate of juvenile delinquency or crime, In 
Raleigh, Charlotte, Winston-Salem, Asheville, 
Durham, Greensboro,High Point, Goldsboro, Wilson 
Salisbury , and Wilmington , the areas of 


LO 
Farm-any tract of land outside an incorpomted 


area of €,500 or more inhabitants on which 
agricultural operations are carried on if it 
(1) has 3 or more acres,or (2) produced $250 
worth of agricultural commodities during the 
year prior to the census enumeration even if 
the area be less than 3 acres. 


Nonfarm-an area with less than 2,500 inhabi- 
tants which does not constitute a farm as de- 
fined above. 
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greatest deterioration and social disorganizatim 
produced the largest proportions of boys. This 
feet indicates the close relationship between 
tLe community situationand juvenile delinquency. 
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Age of Boys When Admitted to Training School 
and Length of Time Spent in Training School 


Morrison Training School is designated the 
legal responsibility of receiving and.training 
Negro delinquent boys under the age of 18 from 
any juvenile, state or other court having juris- 
diction over such boys. In all cases the superin- 
tendent of Morrison Training School is to receit 
advance notice of commitments from the court and 
hes the discretion to approve or disapprove ad- 
missions as they may be deemed advisable under 
the circumstances, 


Table 2 indicates that the school was oper- 
ating according to its legal responsibilities 
with regard to age in the admittance of boys. 

nly 5 of the boys discharged had been admitted 
at an age which exceeded the legal age. On © 
hundred and fifty-seven boys, or 58 per cent, 
were admitted at ages 14,15,and 16. There were 
51 beys, or 19 per cent,who were admitted when 
13 years old and 43, or 16 per cent, admitted 
when 12 years old, ‘There were only <0 boys,or 
7 per cent, admitted who were 9 to ll years old. 


The length of time spent at Morrison is con- 
tingent upon the boy's behavior and adjustment. 
If his adjustment reflects improved attitudes and 
progress in socially accepted behavior,he is not 
kept as long as other boys who do not show such 
marked improvement. From all indications the 
boys,during the period of this study, were con- 
sidered to have made rapid strides in adjustment 
and behavior improvement because their length 
of stay was relatively short. The average time 
that the boys were kept at the school was approx- 
imately 18 months, One hundred and seventy-— 
three, or 64 per cent of the boys, spent 1 year 
but less than 2 years at the school, which is 
about the average period. Seventeen per cent of 
the boys spent less than 1 year at the school and 
16 per cent spent at least 2 years but less than 
3, The remaining 3 per cent spent 3 years or 
more, Only 2 boys spent over 5 years. 
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Year of Conditional Release and of 
Discharge of Boys From Training School 


After a boy has been committed to the train- 
ing school and has spent a period of time there, 
he is eligible for conditional release if his 
bebavior indicates he has improved and is on the 
way to making a better adjustment, It is neces- 
sary for the boy to show marked improvement in 
attitudes and behavior before release is considered, 
Conditional release is an important aspect of the 
treining program of any institution, because on 
the return of the boy to the community, the 
sctool's work is often judged by the boy's be- 
havior or attitudes, Frequently, there are 
hoetile attitudes or feelings toward the boy; 
therefore, the boy, the training school, and the 
community are on trial becauseof the expectation 
of reform in his behavior after leaving the school. 


The length of timebqys had been conditionally 
released and time elapsed since discharge were 
in marked contrast, A larger number of boys were 
discharged fromthe school during 1944 than during 
any other year, During this year, 33 per cent 
of the group were discharged:only 11 per cent of 
the boys were conditionally released during 1944, 
Twenty-two percent of all boys discharged 1940- 
1915 were discharged during 1945,while there were 
only 3 boys conditionally released during the 
yeer, There were 5 times as many boys condition- 
ally released in 1940 as discharged (Table 3). 
The boys discharged during 1940-1945 do not repre- 
sent all discharges during these years because 
the study only embraces the last half of 1940 and 
the first half of 1945, 


When the boyhas been conditionally released, 
he returns to the community and is usually under 
the supervision of the superintendent of public 
welfare or the juvenile court, Periodic reports 
are supposed to be made to the superintendent 
of the training school on the progress and ad- 
justment of the boy, Recommendations of continued 
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supervision or discharge are made by superin- 
tendent of public welfare or probation officer 
of the juvenile court to the superintendent of 
Morrison, These recommendations are contingent 
upon the behavior or evident adjustment made by 
the boy after he has been in the community for 
a period of time. If the boy has not been in- 
volved in further trouble,or if he has been in 
trouble and it has resulted in a prisonor road 
term, the boy is automatically discharged. 
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Charges on Which Boys Were Committed 
to Training School 


The commitment of a bay to Morrison Trainin g 
School usually marks the culmination of many 
disintegrating factors, Although some of the 
boys were committed to the training school on 
their first epnearance before the juvenile court 
because of the seriousness of the offense, this 
usually wes not the situation (Table 5), Often 
many factors contributed to the final commitment, 
It would be difficult to ascribe such maladjust- 
ment or delinquency toany single factor, hecause 
in many cases a mltivlicity of unfavorsble in- 
fluences was responsible for the commitment, 


- \, 5 e ¢ “ 4 
Tadle 4, Charges on Which Boys Were 
Committed to Training school | 


2S Se es 


Burglery or unlawful 
entry and robbery,. 
CHA e gl ia ols eater See 
Being ungovernable, ., | 
Violation of pro= | 
Debi OM, oe ee ae 
Injury.to verson,., 
SEx.OF1 ONSO ae yi irk 
dels hed vt AA wae ue 
Other delinouent be— | 
havior 
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The most freouent charge on which the boys 
were committed to the training school was some 
type of theft, Of the 272 boys included in the 
study, 184 or 68 per cent were committed for this 
reason, “Other theft" contributed 109 or ho per 
cent of the commitments, This category included 
any type of larceny or stealing except automobile 
theft, burglary or unlawful entry, and robbery, 
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Juvenile and Other Court Hearings Prior to 
end Since Release From Training School 


the data on the total number of juvenile 
court appearances of the boys prior to comnitmnt 
and since release from the training school were 
revealing, Sixty-three per cent, or 172, were 
recidivists, Some of them appeared before the 
court es many as 4, 5, and 6 or more times, 


After their release from Morrison Training 
School he boys weremt brought before the juve- 
nile courts in eny appreciable numbers, However, 
this céces not mean that they were not involved 
in further difficulty with the law and had not 
committed delincuency or crime of more serious 
nature which was ie ee in. bringing them 


before other courts (Table 6). There were 13 


knewn cases ee boys were brought before 
the juvenile court after their release from the 
tréeining school, Apout one-third of the boys 
were 15 years of age and over when committed and 
would heave been bevond the juvenile court age 
re ee This would mean hearings in other 
courts if they became involved in trouble, Only 
one boy was committed two times to the training 
school and information on one boy was not avil 
able, 


The policies end procedures of the juvenile 
courts wry throughout th state on cases handled 
officially, Therefore,it is difficult to deter 
mine tomy accurate extent the number of hearings. 
erior to and since release, Prior to commituzent 
in many of the counties the cases were handled 
unofficially .by the superintendent of public 
welfare and there werenot any official records 


until the boy was committed, Esoecially was 


this the case in the small or rural counties, 
Trerefore, the data in Table 5 cannot be con- 
sidered as covering ell known delinquencies 
but rather as a definite understatement of con- 
ditions, 
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Over three-fifths (63 per cent) of the boys 
for whom the information was availeble had ap- 
peered before courts other than juvenile courts, 
Of this number, approximately three-fourths had 
apoesred one time, and one-fourth had appeared 
two or more times peters other courts, These cata 
are varticularly significant because they re- 
flect the seriousness of the offenses committed 
by the boys. 


Information for 59 (22 per cent) of the 
boys wes not secured on the number of times be- 
fore other courts and 79 (29 per cent) hed not 
heen before other than juvenile courts prior to 
ané since their release from the training scivol, 


About two-thirds of the boys appearing be= 
fore other courts, after release from Morrison, 
hac been involved in trouble of a particularly 
serious nature, Definite information was avail- 
able for 99 boys who had hearings before courts 
other then the juvenile court after release from 
the training school, Of the 99 boys, 73 had had 
one hesring, 15 had hed two hearings, and 11 
had hed three hearings or more, The majority 
had served road or prison sentences for larceny, 
burglary, breaking and wlawful entry, and 
highway robbery, These offenses were similar 
to those for which they were comnitted to 
Morrison, 


Of the 213 boys for whom information with 
regard to court hearings since release: was 
obtained, 112 had had at least one hearing in 
ejther the juvenile court or other courts, 
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Family History of Crime and Delinquency 


It was impossible to determine accurately 
the extent to which there were crime or delin- 
quency records among the families of the boys 
since it was mt possible to st this information 
for 90 of the 272 boys included in the study, 
It is known, however, that 77 boys, or 28 per 
cent, did not have family members with crime and 
delinquency records, 


Griminality in the family of the delinquent 
boys was found to w generally present in 5&8 per 
cent of the familiesof the boys for whom infor- 
mation was available, 


Of the 105 boys for whom there were records 
of crime and delinquency for other members of 
the family, the number of hearings for such 
members ranged from 1 to 6. 


Table 7. Crime and Delinauency Record of 
Other Members of Boys’ Families 
by Relationship 


Relationship 
to boy 


lie ag or more 
g Hes | 


Parent s----—- H 51 
Brothers and | 
sisters------ | 24 


Cther members | 
of family----; 10 
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Represented in the families of the boys 
whose families had court records were parents, 
brothers and sisters, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
nephews, and nieces, a total of 133 family 
members, Of the 133 family members, 51 were 
parents, 72 brothers and sisters,and 10 other 
members, There were 46 who had had more than 
one court appearance, Eleven had had 4 or mr 
hearings. 


32 
Contacts with Social Agencies 


Further light is thrown on the social and 
economic status of the families of the delin- 
quents by data on the assistance rendered by 
various social service agencies, Of the 272 
boys, 271 were in families which had receival 
assistance from a social service agency prior 
to commitment. Two hundred and ten (77 per cent) 
of the families had been active cases with the | 
county welfare department only;30 (11 per cent) 
were known both to the department of public wel- 
fere and to other social service agencies; 31 
(11 per cent) had been receiving services from 
the domestic relations courts, juvenile courts, 
and other combinations of service or assistance, 
One boy had been taken to the school by interest- 
ed individual because of neglect, 


A large number of the boys and their fami- 
lies were known to the juvenile court and de- 
partment of public welfare because of services 
rendered by these agencies, Most of the boys 
coming before the juvenile court were probably 
placed on probation to the department of public 
welfare before resorting to commitment to a 
training school. The juvenile court usually 
gives service to the boys or their families 
through probation officers connected with the 
court, 


The types of aid received by the boys and 
their families do not substantiate the theories 
of many individuals that monetary assistance is 
the basis of most of the delinquency; however, 
it is an accepted theory that financial assist- 
ence is important. Only 58 of the 272 families 
received financial assistance from the depart- 
ments of public welfare. 


Over three-fourths (208) of the boys and 
their families receiving aid from social agencies 
were service cases, Slightly less than one- 
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34 
fourth (62) were recipie..cs of service nd finan- 
cial aid, while one boy received financial assist- 
ance only. 


The large number of boys and their families 
receiving some type of service or assistance 
from the social welfare agencies indicates the 
general presence of socio-economic problems, It 
also is a barometer of the disintegration and 
general break-down in family life which reflects 
frustration, maladjustment, and the need for 
guidance among the group in general. 
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The Homes of the Boys 


Broken homes, illegitimacy, and death of 
parents have often been given undue credit for 
careers of delinquency and crime, The importance 
of the home, family relationships, or in general 
the socio-psychological configurations of the 
family are all important and have an influence on 
the members of the family to a great extent, 


In 28 per cent of the cases,the boys! par- 
ents were married: in 18 per cent they were un- 
married; and in 18 per cent they were divorced, 
separated or deserted, There were 6 per cent of 
the cases in which both parents were dead and 27 
per cent of the cases in which one parent was 
dead. Information was not reported on 7 cases 


tayle he Mars tel Status of Foys! Parents 


rasa ean a Sole 


Both parents dead---| 6,2 
Father dead--=---==.| 14.7 
Mother dead----.=.~- : | 12,5 


Not reported=-<---=—) 


It is safe to asmme that the high nciden ce 
of broken homes as the result of death, divorce, 
desertion,and the absmce of parents from the 
majority of the homes had a far-reaching influence 
upon the behavior and adjustment of the boys, 
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Occupational Status of Boys' Parents 


The type of employment an individual is able 
to secure is important. Usually it determines 
the socio-economic status of the family and re- 
flects the conditions of the home, The types of 
jobs held by the parents of these boys follow the 
same pattern of unskilled and low-paying employ- 
ment opportunities afforded the majority ef Ne- 
groes in the general population, In this study, 
the parents occupied a precarious position in” 
the labor force, The majority of them were lo- 
cated at the bottom of the employment pyramid, 


Although information as to wages was not 
secured, sufficient evidence was obtained about 
she employment of the parents to indicate the 
relatively low economic status of the home. 
Approximately 17 per cent of the boys! parents 
were reported as dead. There was no report for 
34 per cent. Of the 49 per cent, or 132, for 
wiom employment status was reported, 17 were re- 
ported as not employed. Of the 115 reported to 
be employed, most were engaged in day labor or 
other unskilled pursuits, while common labor en- 
gaged the largest number of fathers. A few were 
farmers or tenants, while the semi-skilled or 
skilled group included brick masons or plasterers, 
truck drivers, carpenters or carpenters'helpers, 
and factory workers, Only one father was report- 
ed as operating a business of his own. This man 
ewned and operated a shoe repair shop. 


As in the case of the fathers, the majority 
of the mothers were employed. Of the 224 mothers 
for whom information was available, 19 per cent 
were dead and 23 per cent not éngagead in gainful 
occupations, As would be expected, the largest 
number of mothers was employed in personal and 
demestic service, 33 per cent falling into this 
classification. Other employment was W. P. A. 
projects, laborers, odd jobs, and other in 15 
per cent of the cases, Factory workers and 
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laundry or sewing at home absorbed 10 per cent 
of the employed mothers, Practically all of the 
mothers employed in factory work were in the 
tobacco industry located in Winston-Salem, 
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Educational Achievement 


Studies have shown many times over the close 
relationship between inadequate education and 
crime or delinouency, They have also indicated 
the contribution education has made in the pre-= 
vention, treatment, and eradication of undesiratie 
behavior, Other studies have shown that the lack 
of education among youth often has been respon= 
sible for adult crime in later years, 


During the past three decades, North Grolina 
has attempted to develop educational facilities 
to meet the needs of its total population as 
adequately as possible, The Negro population, 
under this development program, has come in for 
gains through the establishment, expansion and 
improvement of educational facilities, There are 
no doubts that the total Negro population in 
North Carolina has made marked strides in the 
field of education, Despite this progress, there 
remain far too many Negroes unable tf read and 
write, 


The Morrison boy, from data on educational 
achievement, was retarded, Of the 22% boys for 
whom information was available, four-Had -not 
achieved one grade at the time of commitment, 
For those reporting at the time of investigation, 
only one boy was in this category. On practically 
every educational level which ws reported, the 
boys made definite progress between commitment 
and time of investigation, Two hundred and 
thirteen boys had completed grades from the firstt 
through the seventh at the time of their com- 
mitmen¢, Only 1l had gone beyond the seventh 
grade or reached high school, 


Information on the school status of the 
boys in many instances was not available at the 
time of investigation because a large number of 
the boys had left their communities and the 
state, This information on grade completed a¢ 
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Table ll. Last Grade Completed in School by Boys 
at Time of Commitment and at Time of Present In- 
vestigation, 


Last grade com- jcommitment 
Percent 


Dated ia 


Total- xx 
No information Let, 
available----- xXx 
Information 
available-—--- 100 .0 
None----=-<----- UCT Ae fl hic Ue 
First grade--- Tea 2 ime s 
Second grade-- 14.5 5 4.6 
Third grade--- 20.6 pei S ss ag 
Fourth grade-- 13.6 10 9,2 
Fifth grade--- 15.4 10 9.2 
Sixth grade--- 13.6 py io ead Ng 
Seventh grade- 8.8 COME RetL oes 
Eighth grade-- 2,6 qr) 8.3 
Ninth grade--- 3 6 5.5 
Tenth grade or 
more---------- 0.9 13 11.9 


Mm 


the time of investigation was secured for 109, 
or 40,1 per cent,of the 272 cases, The figures 
do indicate that the boys went to school while 
in training school andmée some progress, 


he 


The Intellectual Handicap of Boys 


In order to plan and work effectively with 
{individuals who have reflected behavior patterns 
which are not socially accepted, it is desirable 
to have scientific data on their physical and 
mental abilities, This study does not include 
consideration of the physical handicap of the 
boys; however, it is possible that some of the 
boys! behavior ws conditioned by physical defects 
which contributed to their apparent delinquency, 


Normal individuals (physical and mental) 
living under minimum decent socio-economic con- 
ditions are not as likely to become involved in 
erime and delinquency as those who are handicapped 
Of the 272 boys embraced by the study, 66 (20.7 
per cent) were known to have had psychological 
tests, 


fable 12, Resuits of Psychological Tests _ 


Intelligence Number , Description of 


quotient | of | test result 
‘boys | 
Total tested-—4 66 M4 ed = ales 
90 = 109 ==--=-=- 1 Average 
BQ = 89 saan == 11-6 Dull 
0 - 2 ence] Inferior 
0 = 69 -a----=-4 28 . Borderline 
24 Moron 


= 59-4 


Of the 66 boys having psychological tests, 
only one had an I,Q. which could be classified 
as avérage (90-109), There were six inthe dull 
group (80-89) and seven classified as inferior 
(70-79). Over three-fourths were classified 
as borderline (60-69) and moron (40-59) by psy= 
chological tests, As the intelligence rating 
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might indicate, these boys were definitely re= 
tarded mentally, There are possibilities of 
there being a close relation between their 
socially undesirable behavior and subnormal 
mental abilities, 


4 


Marital Status and Number of 
Children of Boys 


Information was available on the maritala. 
family status of 199 of the boys for the post- 
institutional period, There were 3/7 married; 
159 single and 3 separated from their spouse 
by divorce, separation, or desertion, 


Table 13, Marital Status 
and Grune! bes pein ailse of ‘ath 


As has been indicated, the proportion of 
boys marrying after training school was reBtivey 
low; however, a large number of the boys were 
too young to marry, Only 17 of the dischargees 
acknowledged the paternity of children, of which 
13 reported 1 child, 3 reported 2 children, and 
1 reported 3 children. One hundred and twenty 
nine did not report their paternity status. 


- Although a large number of the boys did not 
report their marital and paternity status, the 
majority of those reporting appeared to have 
made a satisfactory adjustment, 


Despite the small number of cases and the 
inadequacy of data on marriage and family, it 
may be safe to presume that successful marriages 
assisted in removing some of the difficulties to 
clear the way for a better adjustment and more 
stable way of life for the disckrgees after the 
training school experience, 
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Military Experience of Boys 


On the basis of the data available, a repre-= 
sentative number of the boys contributed to the . 
war effort through military services, There are 
possibilities of others making contributions 
through employment channels in defense occupations, 
although there are no data available on this 
situation, Because of the inadequacy of data, 
it is impossible to secure the number of boys re- 
jected due to physical, mental, and educational 
deficiencies, It would be safe to assume that 
a large number were rejected because of edu= 
cational attainment, mental retardation, and 
records of crime or delinquency as indicated 
elsewnere in the study, 


Over one-half of the boys reported that they 
had not had military service, Of the number not 
serving in the armed forces, approximately one- 
fourth were too young as they were under 18 years 
of age, Approximately one-third had entered the 
armed forces, There were 38 who did not indicate 
their military status. Of the 9¢ having had 
military experience, the largest number (32) had 
served 2 years but less than 3, The second fre- 
quency was those who had 3 years but less than 
4. 19 boys, Twelve had served less than 1 year 
and 7 served 4 or more years, As has been indi- 
eated previously in this study, these boys were 
to @ large extent mentally retarded and some 
probably had physical defects, Usually the boy 
was from a rather precarious socio-economic set= 
ting. These factors influenced the acceptance 
and rejection rates by most military authorities, 
Some of the boys who moved to other communities 
or states may have been inducted, but this infor= 
tiation was not known by the people of the commu- 
nity from which the boy had been committed to 
Morrison, Of the group serving in the armed 
forces, over two-thirds of those specifying were 
in the army and about one-third in the navy 
Thirty-eight did not report their branch of 
military service, 
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Rank Achieved in Military Service 


From all indications the progress of these 
boys in the armed forces was not very rapid, 
The element of time did not exert any undue in- 
fluence upon the last rank achieved, Of the Te 
boys with military experience for whom rank was 
reported, 34 did not advance beyond the rank of 
private which was the rating at the time of ine 
duction; only 9 advanced to corporal and 12 
advanced to sergeant, In the navy,the majority 
of the boys were in the classification of appren-= 
tice seaman,12 having this rating, Only 5 were 
able to advance to the rating of petty officer, 


The boys who had not advanced beyond the 
rating of private had been in the army from less 
than one year to 4 years, For the corporal grav, 
the boys had been in the army over l year but no$ 
more than 3 years, The minimum period of time 
in which the rank of sergeant was achieved was 
2 years(Table 15). From the available data, it 
was more difficult for a boy t secure a advance 
in rating in the navy than in the army, There 
were only 5 boys achieving a rating of petty 
officer, The minimum and maximum periods of time 
which were involved in the boys securing ratings 
in the navy were practically the same as in the 
army. One boy had achieved the rating of chief 
petty officer after he had served in the navy 
over 5 years, Some of the boys volunteered for 
service in the merchant marine ain d achieved 
ratings, The number included in this branch of 
service was not available. It is safe to assume 
that some boys enlisted, some were drafted, and 
others volunteered from other states, In a 
number of cases, parents, neighbors, or friends 
in the community indicated the boy had been in 
the service but the place of his induction was 
not known, The draft board's records of volun= 
teer enlistments in some areas did not reveal 
boys who were in the armed forces at the time 
of the study, 
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Type of Employment and Occupational Status 


The types of employment reported by the 
Morrison boys after leaving the institutionze 
flect the low socio-economic and cultural status 
of the greup. 1% also follows the employmen t 
opportunities available to Negroes in the pope 
lation at large who lack special training, 


The type of employment in 10%or 4oO per cent 
of the cases wasnot reported, Of those reporting 
their occupational status, {3 were unemployed 
de were employed full-time, and 16 part-time, 
Twenty-five were in the armed forces, Only four 
were employed on 4 seasonal basis and two were 
self-employed, 


Of the 99 reporting employment, over one- 
half were engaged in full-time non-seasonal work, 
Theré were 4 automobile mechanics, 2 cement 
finishers, 1 cook, 1 musician, 1 shoe repairer 
L boxer, 2 clothes pressers,1 butcher,1 assist- 
ant at a theatre,] taxi driver, 4 employed in 
street trades, 8 factory workers, 4 office boys 
5 bus-boys or hospital attendants,3 truck drivers, 
é truck helpers,5 farmers,2 sawmill workers, 
and 2 elevator operators, Of the 68 unemployed, 
42 were in prison or serving a road sentence and 
5 were in training schools; Fourwere physically 
and mentally unable to work,while the remainder 
of the unemployed had returned to school to con- 
tinue their education, 


The employment status is revealing an d 
significant and indicative of the stability of 
the boys involved, Over two-thirds of the boys 
reporting employment indicated that it was full 
Sime, Almost one-fourth were employed part-time, 
with only 6 reporting seasonal work and 2 self- 
employment, One-fourth of the employed, or 25 
boys, were reported to be in the armed fores 
One hundred did not indicate their occupational 
status, Over one-half of the %0 engaged in fill- 
time) non-seasonal work were in the semi-skilled 
or skilled classification, 
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Type of Employment and Weekly Earnings 


It would be almost impossible to ascertain, 
from the data secured in this study, whether the 
training secured at Morrison was cf value in 
assisting the boys to obtain specified types of 
employment or its influence upon weekly earnings 
of the group, Some other factors which should 
be given consideration in this matter are the 
apparent youthfulness of the boys, mental and 
physical handicaps,and socio-economic conditions 
surrounding them, There are possibilities tha’ 
@ll of these factors could have hada pr foun d 
influence upon the group in their employment 
choice and weekly earnings, 


It has been indicated in the preceding analy 
sis that 108 boys did not report their employment 
status and type of employment in which they were 
engaged, Of the 164 boys for whom information 
was available,68 were unemployeduand 91 specified 
the types of employment, Weekly earnings were 
secured from only 66 cases, Of the 66 reporting, 
the most frequent earnings received were $20.00 
to $24.99 weekly. The median earnings for the 
66 boys were $24.67, 


Ié would be safe to assume that those boys 
with the larger weekly earnings would be engaged 
in skilled or semi-skilled types of employment, 
This was usually the situation, The following 
types of employment received the highest weekly 
earnings; mess attendant at sanitarium $35.00, 
carpenter's helper and tobacco warehouse ¢ruck= 
driver $37.50, elevator operator $32,50, ¢ on- 
struction company laborer $40.00, orchestra 
Leader $45.00, automobile mechanic and body work 
$45.00., The boys in the armed forces who had 
achieved advanced ratings were located in the 
highest salary brackets for the group, 


Although a small number of these boys were 
able to secure employment which afforded co m= 
pensation that compared favorably with th e 
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general population, it must be considered that 
the period of their employment was during the 
war and there was a heavy demand for workers 
everywhere, The wages paid during this period 
vere unusually high, The location of the boys 
had a far-reaching effect upon the typesof em- 
Ployment and the weekly earnings, Practically 
every boy earning over $25.00 per week was lo~ 
cated in an urban area, while those receiving 
the lower earnings were in rural areas, 
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Length of Time Boys Have Worked Since 
Release From Morrison 


The period of time the boys had worked since 
their release was not reported in 189 or 69.5 
per cent of the cases, Of the 83 reporting the 
period of time worked, ‘the usual length of time 
worked was 1 year but less than 2, There were 
17 boys who had never worked and 36 who had worked 
less than one year, | 


The length of time a boy had worked and the 
time elapsed since released from the training 
school were in marked contrast, Only one boy 
for whom ¢hese data were reported was known to 
have worked for as many years as he had been out 
of the training school (Table 18). This is re- 
vealing because over one-half of the boys were 
released from the training school between 1942 
and 1945 when there were unprecedented employ - 
ment opportunities available, During the period 
of the study there was an acute need for all 
types of man power, Practically anyone who was 
employable and desirous of securing work could 
have had a job of some type, 
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Number of Jobs Held by Boys and 
Total Time All Jobs Held 


The number of jobs held and the total time 
#211 jobs were held may be used as a barometer of 
the stability of the boys and to an extent some 
indication of the progress of their adjustment, 
Fumerous studies have indicated the precarious 
position occupied by the Negro in the economic 
etructure —- "He is the last hired and the first 
fired," However, as has been indicated, these 
boys were released during a period of unprece= 
dented job opportunities for all people, It may 
be safe to assume that if an individual did not 
work for a length of time and changed jobs fre-= 
quently, he lacked stability, The number of jobs 
held and the total time ail jobs were held were 
affected to some extent by the boys entering the 
armed forces, There are not sufficient data 
available to attempt to make a definite or objec- 
tive statement on this matter, 


Information as to the number of jobs held 
was obtained for only 93 boys, Of the 93 boys, 
17 had never held a job, 21 had had one job, 22 
had held two jobs, 13 had held three jobs and 
20 had held 4 or more. jobs, 


On the basis of the relatively large number 
of jobs held in a short period of time, the boys 
were irregular in their work, Some of the boys 
were engaged in seasonal employment over which 
they had very little or no control, 


There are possibilities thats the shor t 


periods of time on jobs and frequent changes were 


responsible for the unskilled types of employment 


held by the boys because they were unable to 
advance themselves or master semi-skilled or 
skilled vocations, Of the 83 on whom information 
wat obtained as to the total time worked on all 
jobs, 34 had worked less than one year, 23 had 
worked 1 year, 9 had worked 2 or more years, 
and 17 had never worked, 
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Church and Committee Membership 
of Boys 


A follow-up study of the part played by 
religion in molding patterns of behaviorand de- 
¢erring the juvenile delinquents in their anti- 
social behavior would be revealing, I% is very 
difficult to determine, except by the relatively 
unsatisfactory index of church attendance, the 
influence of the church and religion ia the lives 
of these boys, North Carolina's Negro population 
is a church-going group, The State rankedfourth 
in the United States in Negro church membership 
in 1936, The State's total Negro church member- 
ship totalled 434,951,or approximately one-half 
of the Negro population in North Carolina. North 
Carolina's Negro church membership is relatively 
young: approximately one-half of the total mem- 
bership falls in the age ranges of 9 to 16 years 
ola,il 


The Morrison boys did not follow th pattem 
of the Negroes in the general population in church 
membership and committee membership, Of the 
272 boys, only 25.7 per cent stated that they 
had church membership,41.5 per cent stated that 
they did not have church membership, and 32, 8 
per cent did not report their status --as to 
membership, 


It has been generally accepted that the 
Negro is highly religious and emotional and that 
the group participates almost unanimously in 
church membership, The membership on church com 
mittees follows the same pattern as church mem- 
bership, Very few of the boys who held church 
membership belonged wcommittees, I% must not 
be overlooked that these boys are from the homes 
which are not conducive to a deeply religious 
way of life and apparently the training school 
experience had had little effect in increasing 
religious activities, 


llRgelizious Bodies, 1 6, ‘Vol, 1,Bureau - of the 
Census, pp. 795, 804, and 890. | 
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Table 20. Number of Boys Having Membership 
in Church 2 and on Church Committees 


eS oe SS 


Potal--—— | 


Not reported---—-- | 
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Leisure-Time Activities and Club and 
Organization Membership of Boys 


An important aspect of any follow-up study 
as a basis for determining the apparent adjust = 
ment of an individual is the use of leisure time. 
The boys in this study were at the age when they 
possessed an abundance of energy which if not 
guided into wholesome recreational channels is 
likely to be directed into unwholesome or harmful 
pursuits. The absence of wholesome recreation 
and character-building organizations among the 
general population has long been one of the more 
sérious problems of the state. The almost com- 
plete dearth of character-building organizations 
for Negroes -- Y. M. C. A.'s and Y.W.C.A.'s, Boy 
Scouts -- gives some idea of the remissness of 
the thinking of the people relative to the im- 
portance of recreation programs andorgani zations 
for leisure-time pursuits. 


It is particularly important that children 
should have decent and constructive leisure-time 
outlets, and especially is this true for those 
wnc have reflected unaccepted behavior patterns. 
Many of them are from homes of marginal economic 
stztus, Usually these homes are not conducive to 
developing well-rounded personality ami character 
Constructive leisure-time activities not only 
help to keep individuals out of questionable 
areas and associations with undesirable companions 
but also afford a means for the much-needed 
expenditure of youthful energy. 


Over one-half of the boys did not report any 
recreational activities; therefore, it was not 
known whether they had a favorite recreational 
activity. Of the 134 reporting, 71 selected more 
than one type of recreational activity. Movies 
were cited most frequently, dancing and outdoor 
sports second, and reading third. Other activi- 
ties were playing in high school bands, music, 
boxing, swimming, billiards, wrestling, playing, 
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checkers, and cards, The number selecting indoor 
sports was small, which may be due to the almost 
complete absence of community centers or recreation 
facilities for indoor activities, The hemes of 
the majority of these boys are not attrac tive 
and are without facilities such as radies, oF 
other modern conveniences that would be conducive 
to encouraging the boys to remain there for recare=- 
ational purposes, They must go elsewhere to 
secure activities for leisure-time pursuits, 


It is safe to assume thatalarge percentage 
of the boys had never been absorbed into organized © 
programs for the use of leisure time because of 
the absence of these organizations and programs 
throughout the state for Negroes, North Carolina 
is predominantly a rural state and the bulk of 
its Negro population is located there, In 1943, 
branches of the Y.M.C.A. were locatedin 3 cities 
in the state - Charlotte, Greensboro,and Winston 
Salem, Boy Scout troop headquarters were located 
in 12 cities and reported 197 troops, In 192, 
there were 37 counties with Negro divisions of 
4H Clubs with a total membership of 27,360 Negro 
boys and girls, Lé 


One hundred and fifty-five boys reported 
their status in club membership md organizations, 
Of the number reporting, only 28 held membership 
in clubs and organizations, Tor the 28 holding 
membership in clubs and organizations, 19 were 
in such organizations as community center, school 
patrol, high school athletic club, boys’ clubs, 
ert club, American Legion, baseball club, shoe= 
shine club, youth center, Home Security Socie ty, 
Young Folk Christian League, and Elks, The other 
© were in Boy Scouts, athletic club, 4H clud, 
end Y, M. 6. A. : 

12) arkins, John R,, The Negro Population of 
North Carolina, North Carolina State Board of 
Public Welfare, Raleigh, 1944, 
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None of the boys was known to have member-= 
ship in any club, organization or recreational 
activities which could be classified as negative 
or harmful, It may be presumed that a number did 
engage in questionable recreational activities 
ana joined organizations which are looked upon 
as "being outside of the law”, Several of the 
boys were located in places under the surveillane 
of the police, operated by individuals with long 
Police records, Some boys were engaged in gamb-— 
ling games with cards, dice, and other methods of 
chance during the interview, The high rate of 
recidivism among the boys reflects some of the 
harmful and undesirable leisure-time activities 

which resulted in additional trouble, 
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Community in Which Boys Are Now Living 
and People With Whom They Are Living 


Many of the boys when committed to Morrison 
had reflected socially undesirable behavior over 
a period of time, Numerous socio-economic factors 
were responsible for their plight, The possibi- 
ities of the influence of environmental con- 
ditions on the boys have already been suggested, 
With all of the undesirable features of the com- 
munity from which he was committed, did the boy 
return to this community or did he go elsewhere? 
It is not possible to determine whether the boy 
met with others at Morrison from various commni- 
ties who influenced him to leave for a better 
environment, On the basis of the data secured, 
the mobility among the Morrison Dboys was re 1&- 
tively high, One hundred and ninety-four did 
not live in the same community at the time of the 
study as at the time of commitment, Only 78 were 
living in the same community as at time of com-= 
mitment, Of the 78, about two-thirds were in 
the same neighborhood and.one-third in a differ- 
eat neighborhood, 


With whom the boy returned to live after 
his training school experience is a questionof 
importance in any follow-up study, because in 
seme cases the home from which he was committed 
wes responsible for his behavior, The high inci- 
dence of divorce, desertion, separation, and 
death of the parents of these boys has been in- 
dicated in Table 9 as well as the large number 
of boys born out of wedlock, 


The majority of the boys (184) returned to 
the same people as prior to commitment, Forty= 
five of the boys did not live with the same 
people as before commitment, and 43 did not in- 
dicate with whom they were living, Of the 184 
living with the same people, 120 did not live in 
the same community, Of the 45 not living with 
the same people, 33 lived in a different com- 
munity, i : 
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Relationship of People With Whom 
Boys Are Now Living 


The type of family with which the boy is 
living at present has possibilities of affecting 
Ris adjustment, The Morrison boy came from a 
home wnere there was much economic and emotional 
insecurity, The general conditions of the com 
munities were not the best for preducing good 
citizens and afforded very little in the areaof 
cultural advantages, Although 26 per cent of 
the parents were married and 3 per cent didnot 
report the marital status of the home, there were 
69 per cent of the boys who came from homes where 
the parents were unmarried, separated, deserted, 
diverced, or one or both parents deceased, 


The post-institutional data reveal that 66 
per cent of those on which data were secured 
lived with other than parents or relatives, 
Approximately 23 per cent lived with parents,12 
per cent with relatives, 


One hundred and fifty-two Doys lived with 
ether than parents or relativesshowever,a large 
number of the boys had become involved in trouble 
en numerous occasions and were placed in fe ster 
Romées or different neighborhoods, 
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Summary and Conclusions 


Whatever value may be attached to this 
follow-up study of Morrison Training School boys 
lies in the light it throws on the adjustment 
they have made since release from the institution. 
Taking into account the data on court hearing s 
since release, employment history, and leisure- 
time activities, it is evident that the majority 
of the boys on whom it was possible to secure 
data did not make a satisfactory adjustment, 
Some of the findings have been contrary to what 
might have been expected, The large number of 
recidivists among the boys was disturbing. Al- 
though it has been frequently claimed that a 
large percentage of the boys and girls " succeed" 
or make a satisfactory adjustment in their post- 
institutional life, this was not the case with 
the Morrison boys for the period of this study, 
The high rate of recidivism among the group re- 
flects the unsatisfactory adjustment, 


The findings included in this study, base d 
upon exhaustive investigations, have revealed 
a disturbing state of affairs never previously 
demonstrated for the individuals released from 
this institution. 


The distribution by place of residence of 
the boys committed to Morrison and the total 
Negro population of boys, 10 to 19 years old, 
were in marked contrast, The majority of the 
boys committed to Morrison were from urban areas 
while the bulk of the population of similar ages 
was located in the rural areas, The urbanareas 
contributed 78 per cent of the total number of 
boys committed to Morrison, while 76 per cent 
of the total Negro male population,eligible for 
commitment to the institution, was living in 
rural areas, It is difficult to make a definite 
statement on this situation; however,there are 
possibilities that there were more arrests for 
similar types of behavior in urban than rural 
areas, There are possibilities that the amoun ¢ 
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of juvenile delinquency in the rural communities 
was small and it was more easily adjusted un- 
officially without juvenile court proceedings, 


Morrison Training School operated according 
to its legal responsibilities with regard t age 
in the admittance of boys. Only 5 of the bays 
had been admitted at an age which exceeded the 
legal age, One hundred and fifty-seven boys or 
5S per cent were admitted at ages 14, 15, and 
os There were 51 boys or 19 per cent admitted 

en 13 years old and 43 or 16 per cent who were 
Adee when 12 years old. Only 20 boysor7 
per cent were admitted from 9 to 11 years old, 


The length of time the boys spent at 
Morrison was revealing, The average time that 
the boys were kept at the achool was approxi- 
mately 18 months, One hundred and seventy-three 
or 64 per cent af the boys spent lyear but less 
than 2 years at the schcol which was about the 
average time, Seventeen per cent of the boys 
spent less than 1 year, 16 per cent spent 2 to 
3 years, and the remaining 3 per cent spent 3 
years or more, 


The most frequent charge on which the boys 
were Gommitted to Morrison Training School was 
some tyne of theft or larceny, One hundred and 
eighty-four or 68 per cent were committed for 
this offense. This covered any type of larceny 
or stealing including automobile theft » burglary 
or unlawful entry, and robbery, 


Sixty-three per cent or 172 had appeared 
before the juvenile court more than once, 
After their release from Morrison Training Schwol, 
the boys were not brought before the juvenile 
éourts in any appreciable number, About one-thind 
of the boys were 15 years of age and overwien 
committed to Morrison;therefore,they would have 
been beyond the juvenile court age when released, 
This would mean hearings in other courts if they 
became involved in trouble, 
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Over three-fifths of the boys for whom the 
information was available had appeared before 
courts other than juvenile courts, The majority 
of these boys had been involved in trouble of a 
serious nature and served @ prison or road term 
since release from Morrison, The types of 
offenses on which information was available were 
similar to those for which they were committed 
to Morrison, They were convicted for larceny, 
breaking and entering, burglary, and high way 
robbery, 


Seventy-seven or 28 per cent of the beys 
did not have family members with crime and delin- 
quency records, Criminality and delinquency were 
found to be generally present in 58 per cent of 
the families where information was available, 
Of the 105 boys for whose families there were 
records of crime and delinguency,the number of 
hearings for family members ranged from 1 to 6, 


Two hundred and seventy-one of the boys 
were from families which had received assist— 
ence from a social service agency prior to commit- 
ment, Two hundred and forty of the families had 
heen active cases with the county welfare depart- 
ment, Only 58 of the 272 families received 
financial assistance from the departments of 
public welfare, Over three-fourths of the bays 
and their families receiving aid from social 
agencies were service cases, 


Over two-thirds (7O per cent) of the 
Morrison boys came from broken homes where one 
or both parents were absent because of death, 
or the parents were separated, divorced, or 
unmarried, In 28 per cent of the cases the bays’ 
parents were married, In a few cases marital 
status was unknown, 


The low economic status of the families 
was indicated by the types of employment of the 
parents, Information on the employment status 
of the boy's father was available in about two- 
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thirds of the cases, Of the 4 fathers reported 
employed,most were engaged inday labor or other 
unskilled pursuits, Only one father was reported 
as operating a business of his own, 


As in the case of the fathers, the majority 
of the mothers were employed, The bulk of all 
of the mothers were employed in personal and do= 
mestic service, 


The Merrison boy, from data on educational 
achievement,was retarded. Of the 22% boys for 
whom information was avyailable,4 had not achieved 
one grade at time of commitment, For those re= 
porting at time of investigation mly one hadnot 
achieved a grade, Two hundred and thirteen boys 
had completed grades from the first through the 
seventh at time of commitment, Only 21 had gone 
beyond the seventh grade, However, for those 
where information was available after release, 
the figures do indicate that the boys went to 
school while in training school and made som 
progress, 


The majority of the boys committed to 
Morrison Training School did not have psychologi- 
eal tests, so test results were available for 
only 66 boys, Of this number, only one hadan 
I. Q, which could be classified as average, 


Information was available on the marital or 
family status of 199 of the boys for the post= 
institutional period, The number of boys marry- 
ing after training school was low. There were 
37 married; 159 single, and 3 separated by di- 
vorce, separation, or desertion, Over one-half 
of the single group was too young to marry, 
seventeen of the dischargees reported the pater- 
nity of children, 


Over one-half (142) of the boys reported 
that they did not have military service, Of this 
number, one-fourth were too young as they were 
under 18 years of age, Of the 92 having military 
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experience, about two-thirds (63) were in the 
prmy and one-third (26) in the navy, The lergest 
number of the boys (32) served 2 years but less 
than 3, | 


The progress of the boys in the armed forces 
was not very rapid, In the army, le of the teys 
edvanced to the rank of sergeant, 9 advanced to 
corporal, and 34 did not advance beyond the rark 
of private, In the navy, only 5 were able to 
edvance to the rating of petty ontices, while 12 
were apprentice séaman, 


One hundred and eight of the boys did not 
report their employment status, Sixty-eight re- 
torted they were unemployed, while 99 reported 
they were employed, Of the 99 reporting employ- 
ment, 52 were full-time and 16 were part-time 
non-seasonal, Twenty-five were in the armed 
forces, The types of occupation reported by the 
boys were revealing: automobile mechanic, cook, 
baker, shoe repairer, boxer, musician, factory 
worker, plasterer, brick-layer, carpenter's 
helper, truck driver, butcher, clothes presser, 
street trade, and general laborer, 


The weekly earnings of the boys were secured 
for 66 cases, Of the 66 reporting, the most fire- 
quent earnings received were $20.00 to $24.99 
weekly, The médian earnings for the 66 boys were 
$24.67, The boys receiving the highest weekly 
earnings were engaged in skilled or semi-skilled 
types of employment, The following types of em=- 
ployment received the highest weekly earnings: 
orchestra leader $45.00, automobile mechanic and 
body work $45,900, “carpenter! s helper and tobacco 
warehouse track-driver $37.50, mess attendant at 
senitarium $35.00, and elevator operator $32.50. 
There is not a close correlation between the 
training received at the institution and the type 
of employmt secured by the boys after release, 


The length of time since release from the 
training school and the total length of time worked: 
show marked variation, Although 103 of the boys 
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had been released from 3 to 5 years, only 9 had 
worked a similar period of time, There are possi- 
bilities of the youthfulness of the group having 
some influence upon this situation, 


Information on the number of jobs held was 
obtained for 93 boys, Of the 93 boys reporting, 
L7 had never held a job, 21 had had one job, 22 
had held two jobs, 13 had held three jobs, and 
20 had held four or more jobs, 


The Morrison boys did not follow the pattern 
of the Negroes in the general population in chureé 
membership and committee membership, Almost two- 
thirds reporting on this item did not claim mem 
bership in a church, One hundred and sixty-seen 
reported that they did not belong to any church 
committee, 


Over one-half of the boys did not report 
recreational activities, Of the 134 reporting, 
{i gave more than one type of recreational activ- 
ity. Practically all the beys reported the 
mevies; dancing and outdoor sports came second 
and reading third, 


Of the 155 boys contributing data on member 
ship in clubs and organizations, 26 reported 
membership as follows; community center, school 
patrol, high school athletic club, boy's club, 
aré club, American Legion, baseball club, shoe- 
shine club, youth center, Home Security Society, 
Young Folk Christian League, Elks, 4-H Club,and 
Y, M. G. A. | ' 


‘The majority of the boys committed to Morri- 
Son did not return to the home communities after 
release, One hundred and ninety-four did not 
Live in the same community as at time of commit- 
ment, Only 78 were living in the same community 
as at time of commitment, 


About two-thirds (184) returned to the same 
people as prior to commitment and 45 did not live 
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with the same people, The others did not report 
on this item, 


Who is to biame for the unsatisfactory ad-— 
justments manifested by the Morrison boys? Is 
Morrison Training School responsible because of 
an inadequate program which is mt geared to meet 
the needs of the boys? Is there a lack of ade- 
guate supervision on the part of the agencies 
when the boys return? Are the community attitucs 
end reception of the boys hostile? Are there 
ettempts to prepare the boy for returning to the 
community and the commurity to receive the boy? 
Cr does the fault rest largely with the boys who 
have been victims of environmental background and 
physical or mental heritage? I¢ is safe te pre- 
sume that he is part and parcel of all of these 
end each made a contribution to the final product, 
Usually the delinquent is handicapped not by one 
or two counts but by many. 


I¢ can not be stated definitely who failed 
and at what point: however, Blliott and Merrili 
in Social Disorganization indicated the following: 
"A treatment of delinquency has in the past been 
largely a failure, Even more than this, correc- 
tional institutions often mighs be designated as 
schools of crime, Stigma and shame are heaped 
upon the young persons so as to make them bitter 
and defiant, The schooling in delinquency which 
such institutions make possible through congre — 
gate experience is in itself a major explanation 
of the development of new techniques - sometimes 
almost to a point of professional pride,"15 1% 
would not be fair to apply the above statements 
to Morrison Training School because of the inflnene 
of the institution upon the adjustment of those 
who” have been there ig a matter of conjecture, 


L3plliott, Mabel A, and-Merrill, Francis E,, 


Social Disorganization, New York, Harper and 
Bros. 1941, cc A Daeg | | 
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All of this analysis gives us some reali- 
gation of the complex nature of behavior -patterna 
There are not any conclusive evidences of the 
causal relationship between wages, occupations 
intelligence, or even previous home environment 
and later adjustment; however, there are possi- 
bilities that the behavior problems have been 
largely conditioned by the boy's individual make- 
up or personality plus environmental circumstances 
which furnished the stimulus to his behavior, 


With a full realization of the handicapsof 
the boys, physically, mentally, socially, and 
economically, committed tc Morrison Training 
Sehcol andan acute awareness of the difficulties 
under which the institution operates and recog= 
nizing the changes in the nation and state during 
the past several years, the following conclusions 
are drawn which may be of value to institutios 
ef Morrison's type and individuals interested 
in the improvement of programs for the rehabili- 
ation of the delinquents, 


(1) Too few boys made a satisfactory adjustment 
and far too many became involved in further de- 
Linquencies and crime, These boys committed 
practically the same crimes or delinquencies after 
¢heir release from the training school as they 
aid before commitment, The most frequent charge 
on which boys were arrested after release from 
Morrison was some type of theft, About two-thirds 
involved in post-institutional trouble were ar- 
rested for this reason, This was the same chage 
on which the majority were committed to Morrison 
Training School, There was an increase in the 
number arrested for assault and battery or fignt- 
ing in the pest- -institutional period, 


(2) ‘The extent to which the beys' subsequent ad- 
justment was facilitated by the training scheol 
experience is only conjecture, The training and 
discipline cffered by the institution should 
have had some constructive eff ect on the indivi- 
duals; however, data did not provide any tan— 
gible ways of measuring i%. 


76 


(3) The lack of factual information by the in-= 
stitution, some public welfare departments, and 
javenile courts and the inadequate records kept 
on the boys also served as a deterrent in the 
securing of an objective picture of the exten’ 
of adjustment, , 


(4) The absence of psychological test results 
and educatienal records prevented the traitnin ¢g 
school from meeting the needs of the boys as 
adequately as it should, The almost total dis- 
regerd of the mental and physical handicaps of 
the boys may have been of far-reaching influence 
and should be given more consideration in future 
training and treatment. 


(5) From the investigations and the knowledge 
secured on many of the boys along with scientific 
modern understanding of delinquency,many hazards 
of this period could have been averted had the 
boys had the advantages of expert direction and 
supervision, Often the boy returned to his com- 
manity or another community without supervision 
and guidance in this trying period of readjust- 
ment, Many of them had emotional and mental de- 
fects which needed highly specialized treatment 
based on individual needs. 


(6) There are not any doubts that the institu 
tional training and experience of a number of the 
boys assisted them in making a satisfactory ad- 
justment, To what extent is not possible te 
determine objectively, but there is an acute 
need te develop a program of close supervision 
and the keeping of adequate records on the boys 
during the pre= and post-institutional life as 
well as during the time they are in the insti- 
tution, 


(7) If the types of employment are an indication 
of the vocational training offered at the insti- 
tution and influence the choice of occupations, 

i% must be concluded that more adequate vocational 
training and guidance based upon the boy's ability 
and interest should be instituted at Morrison, 
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It must be considered that the Negro delinquen$ 
boy of North Garolina in training schools is to 
@ large extent an urban problem, These boys, 
after release from the institution, return to 
urtan areas; therefore, this should be given 
attention in the planning of vocational training 
and guidance, A farm program is inadequate, 


(8) Serious consideration should be given to the 
causation of delinquency and crime in the pre-= 
and post-institutional histories of these boys, 
It is difficult to determine the influences of 
isolated factors on the problems of behavior, 
In the area of human behavior,not much progress 
can be expected without knowledge of the causes 
of delinquency and crime, Too long have we acq= 
cepted and preceeded to treat behavior in our 
institutions based upon casual theories and 
limited scientific knowledge, The training 
school's importance and contribution have been 
erossly over simplified, Too often it has been 
accepted by the general vublic that if an indi- 
vidual is committed to a training school,he will 
return to society ereatly benefited by the in- 
stitutional experience, | 


(9) North Carolina is desirous of developing a 
well-rounded and comprehensive institutional 
program for the intelligent treatment of the 

problems of its delinquent population, This pro= 

eram will involve the application of scientific 

knowledge, adequate facilities which would in- 

clude well-trained personnel, guidance, and 

vocational training in the institution, From ail 
available information, the Morrison boys did not 
have the advantages of an adequate program of 
institutional services, 


(10) There is a need for changesin the attitudes 
and philesophy of the general public toward the 
individuals who have been in training schools. 
Tt is hoped that these changes may be brought 
about through an intensive program of education 
and interpretation of the causation of delinquency, 
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Whenever the general population understands these 
things and is desirous of improvement, there are 
excellent possibilities of changes in our legal 
machinery and social resources which will come 
only with enlightened public conscientiousness 
and social thinking, 


(11) Morrison has worked conscientiously to gear 
its program to meet the needs of the boys who 
are committed there, The institution continues 
to go forward in its program of training and re- 
habilitation, Yet it lags in what might be 
accomplished if there were adequate fundsand 
trained personnel for a well-rounded program. 
How will the people of North Carolina accept 
these situations and the findings of this study? 
Upon the citizens rests the amount of progress 
and the contribution the institution will be able 
tc make in the future, 
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gy 
Inst, DPW-ST-R4 Unit of Work Among Negroes 
State Board of Public Wel- 
fare, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Instructions for Preparation of Form 
DPW-ST-R4 


A Stud, 


r of the Adjustment of Negro Bo} 


scharged From State Training School 


Purpose 


A study of the adjustment of Negro boys dis= 
charged from the state training school is being 
unéertaken as a means of securing information on 
the boys after their release from the institu- 
tion, This information is needed to show their 
adjustment and to determine, if possible, to 
whet extent their training school experiences 
have brought permanent improvement in their be- 
havior, whether the experiences in the training 
school assisted them in securing employment,and 
their present activities, This information 
should indicate,to a great extent,how success — 
ful the institution has been in directing the 
activities of these boys into constructive chan- 
nels, It will also give some indications as to 
the strengths and weaknesses of the present 
training program at this institution with regamis 
to gearing the program to meet as nearly as pos- 
sible the total needs of the boys. 


scope 


Morrison Training School,the state support-— 
ed. institution, located at Hoffman,North Caro- 
lina, is charged with the responsibility of 
training and caring for boys between the ages of 
twelve and sixteen committed by the juvenile 
courts, Since its establishment in 1925, thous- 
ands of boys have received training. There has 
not been a follow-up study on the progress and 
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adjustment made by these boys, The data for 
this study are to be secured from information 
in the office of the Divisionof Institutional 
and Protective Services, North Carolina State 
Board of Public Welfare, case records at the 
Morrison Training School, investigations by 
staffs of local departments of public welfare, 
juvenile court and probation officers, indivi- 
duals in the community where the boy lives, and 
personal interviews with boys. 


The boys released in this study cover a 
period of from one to five years, Any bay who 
hes been committed to the institution and re= 
Leased for a period of from a one to five year 
period is to be included,i.e.all boys released 
between July 1, 1940, and June 30, 1945, 


If the boy has been committed to the in- 
stitution on more than one occasion, this study 


is interested in the most recent commitment). 
Whenever information on any item is unknown, 
enter NR meaning not reported, 


vey for whom the schedule is filled, 
Address: Enter present address, 


Section I, To be answered from training 
school records and county welfare department 
records; 


Item B, Age when admitted to trainimg™ 
school = Give age when admitted to the train- 
ing school, Age should be expressed in num— 
bér of years, disregarding months, for example, 
a boy 15 years, 11 months at the time of com- 
mitment should be shown as 15 years of age, 


Item C, Date of last Commitment- Enter 
month, day, and year of commitment. If there 
has been more than one commitment, use only 
the date of the most recent commitment, 
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Item D. Date of release - Enter month, day, and 
year of release from the training school. The 
boy will usually be released but under super-— 
vision of the county department of Public wel- 
fare, 


Ttem E, Date of discharge = Enter month, day, 


anc year of release from the training school, 
Date of discharge means the date on which the 
inetitution formally discharges the boy and the 
boy is no longer under supervision of the wel- 
fare department, 


Item F, Charge on which boy was committed to the 


training school — Circle appropriate code to in- 
dicate the reason for committing the boy to the 
training school. If there was more than one 
reason circle the most significant reason, 


Code O1. Automobile theft = Circle code if 
reason referred is the theft of an . .automobile 
but not the stealing of automobile accessories, 
parts, - robes, blankets, parcels, and 30 forth 
that were removed from an automobile. Include 
the operation of an automobile without the per- 
mission of its owner (including the unauthori- 
zed use of an automobile fer the purpose of joy 
riding). 


ry or uniawful entry—Circle 
code if reason referred is burglary, breaking 


and entering, house-breaking,and unlawful entry. 


Code 03. Robbery - Gircie cade if reason 


referred is highway robbery, and stealing or 
attempted stealings from a person if the steal- 
ing was accompanied by intimidation or violence, 


Code 02, Burglary 


—, 


Code O4, Other Theft - Gircle code if rea- 
son referred is any type of larceny or stealing 
not included under codes 01, O2 and 03. Include 
picking pockets, shoplifting, stealing automobile 
accessories or parts or stealing articles from 
an automobile, stealing from persons in the 
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child's home, stealing coal, food, and so forth. 
Also include forgery, fraud, embezzlement, ex- 

tortion, obtaining money under false pretenses, 

eounterfeiting, check raising,passing bad checks, 
blackmail, receiving stolen property, stealing 

a bicycle or a motorcycle, or operating a motor 
cycle without the permission of its owner, 


Code 05. Truency - Circle code if reason 
referred is absence from school due to the 
child's wilfuiness. Do not include the child's 
absence from home, which should be classified 
under code 06, “running away.” 


Gode 06. Running away - Circle code if 
reason referred is running away from home or 
escaping from an institution. Include cases 


. in which the child has been brought into court 
because of a single act of running away from 
home, If, however, the child stays away from 
home repeatedly at hours during which he is 
expected to be at home,the case should be clas- 

sified under code 07, "being ungovernable, "* 


*, 


Code 


Circle code 


behavior, Include cases in which the child is 
beyond parental control or is generally in- 
corrigible, and cases in which the child shows 
Violent general behavior, stays out nights, 
stays away from home, or uses vile or abusive 

language. 


Gode 08. Sex offense -= Circle code if 
reason referred is unlawful intercourse, pros- 
titution and allied offenses, being an inmate 
of a house of prostitution, unmoral relations 
with persons of the same sex, the enticing of 
minors for immoral purposes,cases of disorderly 
conduct when this term is used to designate 
a sex offense, cases of rape or indecent assault, 
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Code 09, Injury to person = Girele code 
if reason referred is injury, attempted or 
threatened injury to a person, accidental in- 
jury te a person (including an injury resulting 
from an automobile accident) ,homicide, assault, 
agsault with intent to kill, 


Code 10. Act of carelessness or mischief- 
Circle code if reason referred is destruction 
of public or private property, such as tres- 
pessing,setting fires, arson, mutilating books. 
Include cases of disturbing the peace, commit-— 
ting a nuisance, and disorderly conduct (not 
involving a sex offense), such as discharging 
firecrackers, fighting, quarreling, throwing 
stones, window peeping, indecent exposure, etc, 
Include cases of malicious mischief and other 
eases of mischief, such as playing ball in the 
streets, swimming in the nude, carrying cen- 
cealed weapons, discharging firearms, gambling, 
stealing animals, tampering with the mails, 


Code ll, Traffic violation = Circle code 
if reason referred is a traffie regulation or 
law rélating to motor vehicles, such as opera- 

ing an automobile witheut proper License plates 
or without a driver's permit, parking in a 
restricted area, speeding, reckless driving, 
operating an automobile while intoxicated, 
riding a bicycle without a light or a bell. 


Code le, Delinauent behavior not specified 
above - Circle code if reason referred is other 
than that specified in codes Ol-11. Include 
violations of liquor laws,drug or narcotic laws, 
curfew laws,or fish or game laws, Also include 
cases of intoxication,using marijuana, begging, 
loitering, loafing, vagrancy ( net” involving a 
sex offense), slander, lying, resisting the 
police, assisting in an escape from jail, | 


Code 13, Violation of probation -Circle code 
1 aes reason referred is violation of proba tion, 
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Item G, Juvenile court history-This item should 
show the complete juvenile court history of 
the tey prior to and following release from 
training school, 


a. Prior to and includin 
Enter date of hearing, charge, and disposition 
for each hearing before the juvenile court. 
If boy was ehh to the training school, give 


dates of commitment, release and discharge. 


, last commitment— 


d, Since discharge from last commitment- 
Enter date of hearing, charge, and disposition 
for each hearing before the juvenile court 

since discharge, 
Item H, Experience ! 5 
had any experier aden in courts other than the 
juvenile court, enter type of court, date of 
hearing, charge. and disposition, 


in other courts-If boy has 


Item {. ei and delinauency records of other 


members of boy's family - Enter crime and de- 
linquency records of other members of boy's 
immediate family - i.e. parents, brothers, sis- 
ters, or grandparents - at any time, State 
relationship of family members to boy, charge, 
disposition, and date brought before the court. 


Item J, Aid CEO aS Ses name of 
agency, 1 ; the type of aid 
received. Aid includes financial assistance 

and service, public and private, which the boy 
or his immediate family has received at any time, 


item K. Marital status of boy's parents-Circle 


appropriate cede showing marital status of boy's 
parents,” Parents refer to boy's real parents 

and do not include adoptive or step-parents. ~ 
This item refers to the marital status of the 

parents at the time of the boy's commitment to 

the training school, 
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Gode 0, Married = Circle if the boy's 
parents are married. 


separated, or deserted - 
Circle if the boy's parents are diverced, se- 
parated, or deserted, If the death of one of 
the parents occurs after divorce, separation, 
or desertion, this code should be circled re- 
gardless. If both parents die subsequent to 
divorce ,separation,or desertion,code 3 should 
be circled. 


Code 1, Divorced 


Code 2, Unmarried -Gircle if the parents 
are not married. If cne parent dies subsequent 
to the birth of the boy,this code should still 
be circled. 


Code 3, Both parents dead-Circle if both 


parents are dead, 


Gode 4, Father dead-Circle only if none 
of the items listed above applies. 


Code 5. Mother dead-Circle only if none 
of the items listed above applies. 


Code 6. Other—Gircle if the marital status 
of parents is other than any listed in the 
ebove items, 


Code 7. Not reported = Gircle if the 
marital status of parents is unknown. 


Item L. Type of employment of father at time 


of boy's commitment - Specify type of employ- 
ment of the boy's father at the time the boy 


was committed to the training school, 


Item M, 


Type of employment of mother at time 


of boy's commitment - Svecify type of employ- 
ment of the boy's mother at the time the boy 


was committed to the training school. 
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Item N. Place of residence- Circle approximate 
eode showing place of residence of boy at the 
time of commitment to the training school. 


Code 0. In urban area = Circle if boy 
Lived in an incorporated place with a population 
of 2,500 or more according to the 1940 census. 


in rural area 


Code 1, Farm Gircle if boy lived on 
any tract of land (outside an incorporate area 
with 2,500 or more inhabitants on which agri- 
cultural operations are carried on if it (1) 
has 3 acres or more, or (2) produced $250 
worth of agricultural commodities even though 
the area be less than 3 acres. 


Geode 2, Nonfarm- Circle if boy lived 
outside an incorporate area with 2,500 inhabi- 
tants or more and did not live ona farm as 
defined above, In general, rvral-nonfarm areas 
are villages, surburban areas, and small com- 
mercial centers which are not incorporated, 


Item 0. Last grade completed in _school- Enter 
last grade arated in school ‘by boy at the 
time of his commitment to the training school 
and at the time of the present investigation, 


If boy has had psychological tests, give IQ. 


Section II. To be answered from interview with 
boy: . 


Item Pa, Marital status of boy - Circle appro- 
priate code showing present marital status. 
Separation includes desertion as well as legal 
separation, 


Item Po, Date of marriage - Circle appropriate 
code, If toy has been married at any time, 
enter month and year of marriage. If boy has 
been married more than once, enter each date 
of marriage, 
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Item Q. Number of children —- Enter number of 
children of the boy including legitimate and 
illegitimate children and adopted or step 


children, 


Item R, Military experience - If bey has ser- 


ved in the armed forces, enter dates of ser- 
vice, branch of service, and ranks held. 


Item S, Occupational status of boy - Circle 


appropriate code to show present occupational 
status, 


Code 0. Unemployed - Circle code if boy 
is unemployed at the time of the investigation, 
Include boys unavailable for work as well as 
those available for work but unemployed, if 
the boy is temporarily unemployed due te ill- 
ness, but has a job to return to, he should not 
be considered as unemployed, If he is wemployed 
give reason for his unemployment. 


Employed ae 
Nonse€asonal employment - Inciude all 


jobs, either full-time or part-time, that are 
not dependent for their continuation on season- 
al factors. 


Code 1, Full-time.- Use this code if 
boy is working 30 hours or more per week 
on @ nonseasonal job. 


Code 2, Part-time =- Use this code if 
boy is working on a nonseasonal job or 
less than 30 hours per week, 


Code 3. Seasonal employment - Use this 
code if boy has seasonal paid employment, e.¢. 
work on a farm during the planting or harvesting 
season, with little likelihood of continuation 
of the job. . 
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Code 4, Self-employment only - Use this 
code if boy has cash earnings from self- 
employment and does not have any other 
type of employment as specified in codes 
1-3. Do not use this code if boy works in 
return for shelter or other income in kind, 


this code if it is not known whe ther boy 
has a job at the time of the interview. 


Item T.  —_Type of employment _Make appro- 
priate entry. If boy is employed, give job 
description showing the nature of his work. 
For 3xample, newsboy, errand boy, bootblack, 
messenger, peddler, factory worker, office 
boy, helper to skilled or unskilled worker, 
etc. 


Item U. Weekly earnings - Enter weekly earn- 
thes: received on present job. If paid on a 
basis other than weekly, compute the weekly 
earnings, 


For example: 


Boy receives 50¢ an hour: Multiply the 
usual number of working hours by 50¢ and 
this by the number of working days in the 


week, 
Boy receives $3. 50 a day: Multiply the 


usual number of working days in the week 
by $3.50. 


' Boy receives monthly salary: Divide mon- 
thly salary by 4 1/3. 


Boy receives yearly salary: Divide year- 
ly salary by 12 and this amount by 4 1/3. 


Item V. Jobs held since release from train- 
ing school and length of time each job was 
held - Enter for each job the type of job and 


gh 
the length of time the job was held. 


Item W. Church membership - Circle appro- 


priate code to show whether boy is a member 
of a church, 


church committees — 


Item X,___ Membership on church ¢ 
Circle appropriate code, If this item is 
ceded yes, specify the type or types of com- 


mittees, 


Item Y, Favorite recreational activities of 


Tiem Z. Membership in clubs or organizations 


Girele one or more codes, 


in the community 


Item AA. Is boy now living 


a RS ——— SE 


from which he was committed to training school? 


Communi ty is defined as the city, town, eri: 
rural community in whieh the boy lived prior 
to his commitment to the training school. Cir- 
cle appropriate code. If this item is coded 
no, give reason, such as family moved away, 
employment opportunities elsewhere, hostility 
of community toward the boy, etc, If this item 
is yes, circle appropriate code to show whether 
the boy is living in the same neighborhood as 
he was at the time of his commitment or a dif- 
ferent neighborhood. 


Item BB. With whom is boy living at the pres- 


ent time? Circle appropriate code, Parent in- 
cludes a step-parent and parent by legal ‘adop- 
tion, Relative includes grandfather, grand- 
mother, brother, sister, step-brother, step- 

sister, uncle, aunt, grandfather-in-law, grand- 
mother-in-law, great-grandfather, great- grand- 
mother, brother of the half blood, sister of the 
half blood, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, ad- 
optive brother, adoptive sister, uncle-in- law, 
aunt-in-law, great uncle, and great aunt. A 
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cousin is not counted as a relative, Other 
includes all persons who cannot be classified 
as parent or relative, Circle other when boy 
is married and living with his wife and chil- 
dren, 

[tem CO.With whom was boy living at the time 
of his confinement to the training school? 


Circle appropriate code. 


Section III. To be answered by investigators 
item DD. From i pleryiews ang gate secured wake 


made? = SoS acces Wheat i ofactert? Why? 
If additional space is needed use another sheet 
of paper and attach to schedule, 


Item EE, List the name and position of all 


individuals interviewed concerning the boy 


This will usually include employers, pastors, 
doctors, teachers, etc, 


A STUDY OF THE ADJUSTMENT OF NEGRO BOYS DISCHARGED FROM STATE TRAINING SCHOOL 


A NAME OF BOY 


- 


SECTION 18 TO BE ANSWERED FROM TRAINING SCHOOL cove | H ExPERIENCES IN OTHER COURTSS 


(Lasy) (Firs; ) (mi cove) 


RECORSS AND COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENY RECORDS? 


Ate et eee eemeeeeee 


AGE WHEN ABMS TYER YO TRAINING SCHOOL 
DaTe OF LAST COMMITMENY 


Hare OF RELEASE 


DATE OF OLSCHARGE ok ee ee 
CHARGE ON WHICH BOY WAS COMMITTED TO THE 

ERAINING SCHOOL (Chacte MOST SIGNIFICANT 

REASON )S 


Ci AUYCMOBILE THEFT 09 INJURY TO PERSON |. 

G2 BURGLARY OR 10 ACT OF CaRELESS- 
UNLAWFUL ENTRY NESS OR MI9~ 

62 RoeBERy CHIEF 

O48 OFHER THEFT ii YRaFFEe YiGLATION 

65 TRuaxcy 12 DELINQUENY BEKAV— 

O06 RUNNING away $0R NOT SPECI—- 

O7 SING UNCOVERN- FRIES ABOVE 
ABLE SOC VSOCATION GF Te Lee ai 


$£x OFFENSE PROBAT IGN 


mmensnnseenssond 


JSUYENILE COURT HISTORYS 

& PRIOR TO AND IMCLUDING LaST COMMITMENT? | 
Dave OF 
HEARING 


CHARGE DisPosi7/ ON 


B SIMCE RELEASE FROM LAST COMMITMENT? 
Dave oF 
HERRING 


ee eg 


08sP08!710N 


CHARGE 


JULY 1, 1940 — JUNE 30, 1945 


ADORESS 


(STREET AND NUMBER) 


[cove | 


Typé OF QaTe OF 


COURT HEARING CHARGE DiSPOSITION 


eee eewaneereene 


teewerentererereete 


i CRIME AND DELINQUENCY RECORDS OF OTHER 
MEMBERS OF BoY’S FAMILY? 
RELATIONSHIP 
OF MEMBER TC 
BOY 


CHARGE aNd 


DISPOSITION Date 


eoeee scwmrecone~ 


J ANB FROM SOCIAL AGENCIES 


Davé Al® TYPE OF 
Ald 


NAME OF AGENCY RECEIVED 


Vee semaseweeseane 


iK MARITAL sfaTUS OF BOY’s PARENTS (CIRCLE 


DL ee MR rs Atom ates Ey cea} 

O MARRIED BOTH PARENTS DEAD 
! Orvorces, FATHER O€AD “ae 
SEPARATED, MOTHER ORAD 904. ORS, 


OTHER 
NOT REPORTED 


oR DESERTED 
2 UNMARRIED 


AS Nw ee 


ea a sar _Q NUMBER OF CHILBREN 


UNIT OF WORK AMONG NEGROES = 
STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 


(city oR TCH) (state) 


TYPE OF EMPLOYPENT OF FATHER AY TIME OF 
BOY'S COMMITMENTS 


TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF MOTHER AY TIME OF 
BOY'S COMMITMENT? 


- 


PLACE OF RESiBENCE (CIRCLE ONE)? 
O IN URBAN AREA 
IN RURAL AREA 
| Fare 
2 NOMF aR 


LAST GRADE COMPLETED IN SCHOOL? 

AT TIME OF COMMI TMENY 

AY TIME OF PRESENT INVEST! GATION 

if BOY HAS HAD PSYCHOLOGICAL rests, IQ. __ 


SECTION iis 
WITH BOY: 


TO BE ANSWERED FROM INTERY!Ews 


P MARITAL STATUS OF BOY (CIRCLE ONE) 
a O Marrieo 3 DivORCcED 
| SINGLE 4 WIDOWED 
2 SEPARATED 5 NOY REPORTED 
B DATE OF MARRIAGES 
Q HAS NOT MARRIED 


! DATE OF MARRIAGE 


R MULETARY EXPERIENCE: 


DATE OF INDUCTION 
DATE OF DISCHARGE 


; 
BRANCH OF Oe 
RANKS IN ARMY - 


See we teen 


wee mee we ssee 


i 
ae — 


Name OF INTERES EMEA 


. 
. 
: ‘ 
; ‘ 

ee ee men anne emer he wens ea eee en ee me ee ot mens 


$ OccupaTionaL syarus of Boy (circle one): 


© UnempLoyea (Reason); 
sel Me a RC BR 
EMPLOYED 
NONSEASONAL EMPLOYMENY 
| FULL—TINE 
2 ParRYrYime 
3 SEASONAL EMPLOYMENY 
hk  S$ELB—EMPLOYMENY 
5 UNKNOWN WHEYHER EMPLOYEE 


T TYPE OF EMPLOYMENY (GI¥E DESCRIPTION): 


U WEEKLY EARNINGS: $ : 
(1F PAID ON A Basis OTHER THAN WEEKLY, COM 
PYTE WEEKLY EARNINGS. SEE IMSTRUCTIONA. ) 


¥ JOBS MELB SiNCE RELEASE FROM TRAINING SCHOOL 
AN® LENGYH OF YIME Each JOB was HELBS 


0 NG JOBS HELD SINCE RELEASE 
JOBS HELB TiME HEL 


ERE ac er Meee 


W CHURCH mMEmBERSHiP (CIRCLE one)3 
3 NO i Yes 


% REMBERGH'P ON CHYACH COMMITTEES? 


G No 
| Yes (specify): 


Te ee 


wes Y FAVORSYE RECREATDONAL ACTIVIYIES OF BOY? 
1 GuTysOOR spoRTS 5 Movias 


ees *3. 2 READING 6 Over (speciry)s 
3 INDOOR GAMES 
4 DaNciNnG 7 Novy Reporveo 


$c 2 MEMBERSHIP IM CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS? 


0 No Ag 6 Hi Y 

1 Boy Scours 7 ATHLETIC CLUB 

2 Four H CLuB 8 Ovuer (spaciry)3 
3 YMCA 

h Rep SHiaie 

5 Néw FARMERS OF AMERICA 


Pes eee AA |& BOY NOW LIVING IM THE COMMUNITY FROM WitS SH 
HE WAS COMMITTED YO TRAINING SCHOOL? 
© No (sive Reason)? 


~ 


| Yes 
| i tN SAME NEJGHBORHOOR 
2 IN OJFFERENY NEI GHBORNOOS 


CO Pareny j RELATIVE 2 Over 


neat. ob ‘CC With WHOM WAS BOY LIVING av TH@ TIME OF HIS 
COMMITAENY 73 THE TRAIMING SCHOOL? 
0 HIT SARE PEOPLE aS BEFORE COMMITMENT 
L | NOY wiTH SARE PEOPLE aS BEFORE COMMITMENT 


iSECTION ifi2 TO BE ANSWERED BY INVESTIGATORS? 


DO From IMTERYIBWS AN® BATA GECURED WHAT TYPE OF 
ADIVATMENT @C YOY THINK YHR BOY Has maak? 


Sati ar acvory? UNSAT i BFACTORY? 
WHY: 


EE SO OT NA EY BEF OTE ER TR LL I  CET 


Sati SF acrory? UNSAT! SF acyvorY? 
WHY 


EE Lisy THE NAME ANB POSITION OF ALE IMB 
UI BUALS INTERYURWES CONCERNING THE BOY 


DaT® OF INTERYTEK 


a 
> 
ye 


ale Vode 
- 


igh 
Dd 


3 


ntith 


